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 Adeline Lee 
Propel Capital Fellow 
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology 
Wellesley College, 2016 
 
Before accepting Coro’s invitation to join the Fellows Program, Adeline 
worked at PEN America, exploring ways to promote conscientiousness 
in matters of identity alongside robust protections of free expression. 
She contributed to And Campus for All: Diversity, Inclusion, and 
Freedom of Speech at U.S. Universities, helping draft and edit chapters 
of the 102-page publication while lending research support to award-
winning journalist E.J. Graff.  
 
As an undergraduate, Adeline nurtured her love of words, measured 
inquiry, and fellowship—studying sociology, history, and medieval 
renaissance literature while working as an editor for Chilean human 
rights poet Marjorie Agosín. Adeline also took an active role in student 
government and was elected student body president her junior year. As 
president, she chaired weekly College Senates; represented the student 
voice on the Board of Trustees and in college budgetary meetings; and 
coordinated equity, mental health, and community engagement 
initiatives. She also helped launch Wellesley’s $500 million fundraising 
campaign gala in which she addressed over 600 trustees, alums, 
faculty, and administrators on the role and significance of women’s 
spaces in an age of evolving gender identity. Adeline brings to Coro a 
deep love of human rights and women’s education and leadership and 
often tells people she chose Wellesley not for its absence of men but, 
rather, for its sheer presence of women.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Akina Younge 
Accenture Fellow 
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology 
Yale University, 2011 
 

Akina (Aki) comes to Coro with experience as a Paralegal and 
Legislative Advocacy Specialist at the Urban Justice Center. Aki’s work 
at UJC included coordinating logistics and strategy for legislative 
advocacy campaigns. The campaigns she was involved in reflect a range 
of social justice issues, but maintain a theme of fighting against poverty 
and oppression – these campaigns include Responsible Licenses for 
Responsible Contractors, using wage theft judgments as grounds to 
revoke, suspend, or deny a construction contractor’s license; Stand for 
Tenant Safety, improving the Department of Buildings to better protect 
tenants experiencing the use of residential construction as a 
harassment tool; and the Rent Justice Coalition, working to lobby the 
Rent Guidelines Board to use facts not politics to vote for more pro-
tenant rent adjustments. Prior to her current position, Aki worked at 
Buena Nota, a consulting firm for a social entrepreneurship in 
Medellin, Colombia; Public Policy Productions, a documentary film 
company based in Palisades, New York; and her alma mater Yale 
University, as a college Admissions Officer. She is excited to work in 
new sectors in the public affairs world to learn more about how to make 
an impact. 
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Amiel Fields-Meyer 
Bachelor of Arts in U.S. History 
Emory University, 2016 
 
Amiel (Ami) is driven by his commitment to learning untold histories 
and building equitable communities, and his belief in the value of good 
writing to leverage social change. Raised in an observant and 
progressive Jewish community in Los Angeles, Ami was brought up by 
parents who discussed world events at the dinner table and alongside 
two brothers–one of whom has autism. Ami is a writer and has 
authored op-eds on contemporary American politics, the liberal arts, 
systemic racism, international politics, and other issues of political and 
cultural significance. As a Dean’s Achievement Scholar at Emory 
University, Ami’s studies focused on Black intellectual history, endemic 
inequality, civil rights, and the experiences of new immigrant groups in 
America. He also co-founded TableTalk, a forum for conversation 
between communities that would not interact under ordinary 
circumstances. In looking beyond Coro, Ami is interested in 
speechwriting and political communications and in organizing around 
refugee and immigration issues, gun reform, and other human rights 
issues. 
 
 

 Bonnie Maldonado 
Goldman Sachs Fellow 
Bachelor of Arts in American Studies  
Colby College, 2016  
 
Bonnie Maldonado is a proud, born and raised, Bronxite. She credits 
her journey to her family, upbringing, and education. As children, 
Bonnie and her sister visited their family every summer in the 
Dominican Republic. There, she was empowered by her history, culture 
and family. Bonnie attended Colby College as a Posse Scholar. She 
majored in American Studies and minored in Women, Gender and 
Sexuality Studies and Italian Studies. At Colby, she served as the 
President for Students Organized for Black and Hispanic Unity, a 
student led organization that engages the campus in discourse about 
race and privilege, while celebrating black, Hispanic, and Latina/x/o 
identities and cultures. A firm believer in the power of the 
dissemination and creation of collective knowledge, she taught Writing 
and Literature to rising seventh graders as a teaching fellow for 
Breakthrough New York for two summers. Bonnie ultimately aspires to 
be a professor, to pass forward all that her family, educators and 
mentors have given her: the tools and strength to view the world with 
a critical lens of what was, what is and what could be. Bonnie views her 
Coro year as a vehicle to understanding what change and power look 
like across different sectors, which will enable her to give back to the 
borough and city that have given her so much. 
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Chrisel Martinez 
Bachelor of Science in Economics  
University of Albany, 2016 
 

Chrisel Martinez was born and raised in Harlem, New York, a 
historical, rugged yet fearless community that shaped her character at 
a young age. Chrisel received her Bachelors in Science from the 
University at Albany, State University of New York. During her time in 
Albany she interned with Statewide Public Affairs, a lobbying firm in 
the heart of Albany, conducted extensive research on the societal 
impacts on at risk youth in low socioeconomic backgrounds, all the 
while maintaining her extracurriculars and academic studies. Her time 
in Albany ignited a passion in pursuing public affairs. Chrisel aspires to 
organize and advocate for continuous policy legislation and 
implementation benefiting individuals living within low socioeconomic 
backgrounds. Presently, Chrisel hopes to mobilize her generation 
through the use of media and entertainment as a platform for political 
commenting in order to bridge her public speaking skill and current 
career interests on issues of socioeconomic unfairness, social and racial 
injustice, and mass incarceration.  
 
 

 Elliana Bisgaard-Church 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 
Swarthmore College, 2013  
 
Elliana (Elle) comes to the Coro Fellowship with a background in 
nonprofit and media work. Upon graduating from Swarthmore College, 
she was selected to be a Philly Fellow and worked as the director of an 
adult literacy program in Philadelphia. Desiring to better understand 
the mechanics of the criminal justice system and the communities most 
affected, Elle then worked with a reentry program for in- and out-of-
custody women, and later as a Fellow Investigator at the Public 
Defender Service for D.C. These experiences, combined with an 
internship at the ACLU's National Prison Project, crystallized Elle's 
interest in civil rights law and affirmed her commitment to criminal 
justice reform and racial justice more broadly. Most recently—and 
aligning with her previous work both in- and out- of college as a radio 
reporter—she’s worked as an intern for the podcast Slate Political 
Gabfest and as a personal research assistant/editor for John Dickerson.  
Through the Coro fellowship, she hopes to weave together her passions 
for public speaking, deep investigation and storytelling to work directly 
with disenfranchised communities for change. 
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Jonathan Huang 
HR&A Advisors Fellow 
Bachelor of Arts in Applied Linguistics 
Moody Bible Institute, 2015 
  
Jonathan (Jonny) is committed to fostering greater understanding 
between conflicting social groups through the power of language. In 
college, he studied applied linguistics, which included over a year and 
a half of educational and volunteering experience in overseas 
metropolises across four continents. Along this journey, Jonny 
developed an immense fascination with cities, politics, and the 
intersectionality of identity. Raised in the home of immigrants, Jonny 
hails from Montville, New Jersey and is proficient in Arabic and 
Mandarin. Jonny comes to the Coro Fellowship having written anti-
human trafficking legislation for the City Council of Chicago, white 
papers about migration in the Horn of Africa for the U.S. Department 
of State, and op-eds on U.S.-Middle Eastern foreign policy. After the 
Coro Fellowship, Jonny is interested in advancing policies that 
promote global human rights, mutual vulnerability between clashing 
communities, and equitable and sustainable public-private 
development in New York City and abroad.  
 
 

 José Javier Castro 
Bachelor of Arts in International Criminal Justice 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 2015 
 

José Javier (Javi) is an energetic young man from The Dominican 
Republic who has called The Bronx his home for the last 14 years. As 
an immigrant, he has a keen eye for how systems operate and can 
often provide a fisheye lens view in comparative politics. He attended 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice where he studied international 
crime and was inducted to the National Political Science Honor 
Society. He quickly developed an immense fascination on the 
processes of the legislative branch of city, state and federal 
governments. Javi is particularly interested in topics that affect ‘the 
American Dream’ like public-private partnerships for small business, 
faith-based organizations for the community and increasing the 
impact of participatory budgeting. Whether he is working in elected 
politics, the United Nations or tackling bureaucracy from the inside, 
he strives to utilize his talent from a position that creates meaningful 
change.   
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 Lindsey Mayer 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 
University of Portland, 2013 
 

Through her work with the Coro Fellowship, Lindsey seeks to 
understand cities and systems that both enhance and harm the human 
experience. Before joining the 2016-2017 Coro cohort, she worked in 
the Salt Lake City Mayor’s Office to facilitate effective workflow and 
communication in different branches of local government. This was a 
natural progression for Lindsey, after having majored in Political 
Science at the University of Portland (’13) and having been an active 
leader and member of the university’s social justice center. In her 
activities with the center, she traveled around the U.S. and Central 
America studying issues such as U.S. economic trade policies and 
immigration. She also worked as a grant writer as an Americorps 
VISTA volunteer in a community center for low-wage workers and their 
families in Salt Lake City. After her time as a Coro Fellow, she hopes to 
find a way to fuse her passions in working in issues surrounding 
government transparency, voter participation, and women’s 
representation to work in New York City politics.  
 
 

 Martin Schmid 
Capalino+Company Fellow 
Bachelor of Science in Political Affairs 
Baruch College, 2016 
 
Martin attended college in New York City, and spent his time as an 
undergraduate involved first in student government, and then as a 
Resident Assistant (RA), where he was able to help lead and oversee a 
large resident community. Outside of school, Martin explored his 
interest in public service through internships at the city and state levels 
with a New York City Councilman, NYS Assemblyman, NYS Senator, a 
state senate campaign, and at a local business improvement district. 
Each of these experiences has been invaluable in helping to determine 
career interests, but the intense experience of working on relief efforts 
from Hurricane Sandy with the Assemblyman, like spending the night 
in an emergency shelter and delivering provisions to constituents, has 
left an indelible mark on Martin. He is beyond excited for the challenge 
of the Coro Fellowship and is ready to take the position head on. Martin 
is especially looking forward to meeting and getting to know his fellow 
cohort members and engaging in his placement opportunities. 
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 Samantha Hom 
Related Companies Fellow 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 
Colgate University, 2016 
 
Samantha is passionate about holding institutions accountable to the 
intersectional needs of the communities they serve. She strives to 
amplify the voices of those in marginalized and silenced groups to 
create collaborative and meaningful change. Samantha graduated from 
Colgate University last May and was given the Voice of Conscience 
Award for creating a more inclusive atmosphere for students of color. 
Her educational background in psychology and sociology explored 
human motivations to belong, exclude, and love, which gives her a 
unique insight into the creation and implications of public policy. 
When she was not in the classroom, she devoted her time to creating 
survivor-centric programming as the Sexual and Gender Based 
Violence Intern at the Center for Women’s Studies. As a Chinese-
American woman raised in the predominantly white suburb of Syosset, 
New York, Samantha has always been curious about the intersection of 
race and gender. She is determined to leverage her power and privilege 
to disrupt systems of inequality. After her fellowship experience she 
hopes to empower women of color through advocacy and policy work. 
 
 

 
 
 

Tania Marinos 
The Hudson Companies Fellow  
Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Studies 
Dickinson College, 2014 
 
Tania is a native New Yorker dedicated to the celebration and 
protection of her city’s residents. At Dickinson College, Tania 
channeled her passion for critical discourse through her work leading 
Sustained Dialogue, an organization with a transformative approach to 
root-conflict mediation. She carried her commitment towards effective 
facilitation into her role as NYCHA Committee facilitator with the 
Participatory Budgeting Project, working with residents to secure 
funds for capital projects in her district. In her position as Proposal 
Coordinator for Cosentini Associates, Tania engaged a network of 
architects, developers, and project managers to secure her firm’s work 
on some of the city’s most iconic structures. Tania is passionate about 
creatively rethinking solutions to some of her city’s most persistent 
injustices, namely the displacement of low-income communities. She’s 
particularly passionate about the activation of vibrant, inclusive public 
spaces and art interventions that facilitate placemaking and catalyze 
communities towards collective action. 

 


